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What Has The Health Department
Got To Do With Violence?

> Health =
o absence of disease
o absence of injury

« overall well being




What Has The Health Department
Got To Do With Violence?

Community violence causes
> Injury & death
> Psychological harm & other problems for

health and well being




Public Health Approach to
Community Violence

Figure 1. Public health approach to prevention




Public Health Approach to
Community Violence

Figure 2. S5ocial-ecological model
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What Is Being Presented Today

> Findings of
Workgroup

e SUMmMary
using loca

Health Equity Alliance Data

nicture of violence in New Haven
Information where possible

e Suggested

areas for prevention strategies

> Full document can be found at
http://healthmattersnh.net/community/creat

Ing-a-healthy-and-safe-city




Table 3 - Leading causes of death - New Haven - 2007 & 2008 combined

Group

Cause

%

PYLL 65°
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hal 'LEnErnt Meoplasms

385

Diseases of hear

37T

22.8%

1398

22 4%

1440

Accidents (unintentional injury)

86|

51%

1688

Dementia®

&5)

4.9%

0

Chromic kower respiratony diseases

B0l

4.6%

122

Cererovascular disease

a7

3.4%

138

Diabetes

57

3,4%

Edgl

Nephritis, neprhotic syndrome & neprhosis

501

3.0%

127

Sephcemia

44|

2.6%

331

Conditions anginating the the perinatal period

35|

2.1%

227S

HIV

39

2.1%

451

Preumonia and influenza

3

2.1%

45

Alzheimmears

301

1.8%

13

Assault

29

1.7%

1063

Chronic iver disease and cirrhosis

23

1.48%

263

Cither

305

1B.1%

All other causes

1683

100.0%

Males 15 to 39

Assault

23

30.7%

Accident

18]

29.3%

Diseases of hean
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12 0%

Intentional seff-harm

6

B.0%

Cancer

&

6.7%

Oy

13

17 3%

All cother causes

75

100.0%

* Potential years of life lost to age 65

Overall the
risk of fatal
Injury is low
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Impact on young Black

and Hispanic Males

» 2007 & 2008 — Almost 40% of deaths In those 15-39
>

Table 2 - Description of deaths by firearms (N=26)

Characteristic N %
Race / ethnici
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Figure 5 - Annual Violent Crime Rate By Census Tract
Uniform Crime Report Part 1 Data
New Haven CT, 2000 to 2009

Legend

D i pratsorhiossd Bourdaie s
Annual Violent Crime Rate
Par 1,000 residants

| RIS

| & 78 - 1227
| 9281937

| RlE AT




MNew Haven: Parcent of adults with at least a bachelor&#39;s dagres by Census
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Kids turn to the streets for two reasons: one, it’s easy to get
the money. You don’t need a job application, you just need
a little cash and you can start hustling. Two, they're scared
to fail. They don’t see role models who are succeeding off
the street, and they are scared that if they move past their
comfort zone, they won'’t get anywhere.

New Haven Family Alliance & Robert Wood Johnson Clinical Scholars, Yale
School of Medicine. Understanding Youth Violence in New Haven: A Photovoice
Project with Youth in New Haven. May 28, 2009. Available at
http://www.cfgnh.org/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Public/Reports/Report _YouthVi

olence 2009.pdf.




Violent Crime

> Associated with places with a combination of:

 Infrastructure services (convenience stores,
restaurants/cafes, bars, liquor establishments, gas
stations, banks, etc)

o Residences of parolees and released prisoners
o Drug markets and locations of drug violations

> Based on this analysis, about 20% of the area of
New Haven is considered high risk.

> In 2003 to 2010 at least 75% of the violent crimes
happened in these areas.




Violent Crime and
Prior Felony Convictions

> In 2007

o Over 1,200 people were returned from the CT
Dept of Corrections to New Haven on parole
or other form of early release

o Over 2,800 probationers lived in New Haven

> In 2008, about 75% of homicide victims
and suspects in New Haven had at least
one prior felony conviction




Firearms

> 85% of assault deaths caused by
handguns

> Vast majority of firearm deaths occurred
outdoors

Table 1 - New Haven Independent Crime Log Data™

Street Unlawful
Assault With | Robberies With | Discharge of
‘I"Eﬂr A Flraarm A Flraarm | aFirearm | Firearm

* Unaudited New Haven Police Department Data




Psychological Effects of
Violent Crime
> Child victims — increased risk of PTSD,
depression, and anxiety

> Child withesses — prone to anxiety and
depression

> Youth living Iin violent communities

o Urban adolescent girls experienced PTSD
from hearing about violent crime

o EXxperience psychological adaptation including
hopelessness and desensitization.




Quotes from Visioning
a Healthy City

> more civil, with fewer gangbanger types. The stress of
living In such a coarse environment, with so much "
frontin' " Is going to give me a heart attack (not kidding--
blood pressure has risen significantly since moving
here). Too many muggings, too much disrespect

between and within communities.

It's a great city but everytime | think about moving into
downtown, there's another incident of robbery or worse.
Fear of crime is a tremendous source of stress. And,
stress is not good for health.




Not feeling safe to go outside

> Limits neighborhood cohesion and
personal sense of well being.

> Appears to inhibit level of physical activity

contributing to growing problem of obesity
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Visioning a Healthy City

There are some great resources in the city for outdoor recreation - East Rock
Park, Edgewood Park, streets with great sidewalks like Whitney and Prospect.
But when | go out for a run in Dixwell/Newhallville, the sidewalks are in poor
shape; I've ran a few times in the Dwight neighborhood, but it's poorly lit at
dawn/dusk and | don't feel safe. I think that a healthier New Haven needs (1) a
better infrastructure for people who want to be physically active, and (2) better
safety measures, like lighting and those blue boxes you can call in an
emergency, to make those people who are outside feel safe.

A Healthy New Haven has clean and safe parks where kids can play and attend
nature and sports activities without fear.




Summary

> Violence Is an important cause of premature
mortality

> Impact on young black and Hispanic men is
particularly pronounced

> Violent crime Is not evenly distributed
geographically - associated with indicators of
economic distress




Summary

> Violence spatially associated with business,
location of parolees and released prisoners and
llegal drug activity.

> The vast majority of victims and perpetrators of
homicide in 2008 had a prior felony conviction.

> Handguns are particular problem

> Most not injured by crime but indirect burden on
health and well being may be substantial




Potential areas for policy initiatives

>

Expanded job and education opportunities for youth &
adults

Physical enhancement to areas experiencing high
violence

Enhanced community stewardship in high risk areas
Positive social activities for youth and adults
Increased deterrents to use of guns in crime
Enhancement to prison re-entry programs




Final recommendations

> Systematic review of community and
society level violence prevention strategies
Implemented in US cities

> Adopt HIA process to systematically
assess the health effect of violence
preventions strategies.




